


We're dealing with 15 countries and we do not have a very large budget, we're very much dependent 
on our staff working with other donors to raise money for programs. So I know that coherence is 
important but the resourcing is the fundamental issue. We need to be adequately resourced to do our 
job and that's what's the strongest lobbyist, that's the strong message that they have been carrying 
for the last four or five years.

COUTTS: Well if you don't get this entity through this time is the women's group and agenda likely to 
dissolve within the UN and become even weaker?

COX: No I don't think that's going to happen, I think the fight will become even stronger for another 
year but it's very unfair that this has to happen and it's disappointing that the member states are still 
leaving this lobby to a small group rather than owning the responsibility for gender equality and this is 
our work. Governments sign up to all kinds of treaties and we expect the member states to have a 
concern, not only about the condition of women in their country but worldwide, and that this should be 
moving forward now. What we're doing is keeping the work for gender equality under-resourced and
therefore limiting our ability to achieve what we're all committing ourselves to do, committing 
ourselves at the level of the United Nations General Assembly but also as member states and also as 
government. In order to implement those commitments we need to be adequately resourced like the 
other larger entities within the UN. 

COUTTS: How long will it be before you know whether you can get it through or not or whether this 
renegade bloc is going to block it again this time?

COX: Well I think this is something that everybody's monitoring by the hour at the moment, and as I 
said because I'm travelling it's not all that easy for me to monitor, but I am monitoring what's coming 
across in the email exchanges in the region. And I cannot speak on behalf of the whole of the UN but 
I know that women worldwide who are working to improve the condition of women are going to be 
very, very disappointed with this. We will not give up and the tragedy of it is that we have to another 
year ahead of yet again working in a manner where we don't have adequate resources. We're just 
replicating in the UN system what we're criticising in nation states, and that is that governments they 
give lip service to women and gender equality but they do not resource them. They have small 
ministries who are trying to serve all of the women of countries, likewise within the UN we have a very 
small agency, we have a lack of coherence as well as does many other parts of the UN. But it's time
now to solve this problem and get real about promoting gender equality worldwide.
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