
 

                   BPW Franklin Inc, November 2018                                      www.bpwfranklin.org.nz                                                            Page  1                                              

From the President..... EditorEditorEditorEditor  

2018 has been a great year with Suffrage 125 events, 

exhibi�ons and media a�en�on celebra�ng NZ leading 

the world in women gaining the right to vote.  We have 

another opportunity on the 28th to commemorate  this 

event by plan�ng a white Camilla. I hope a number of us 

can a�end this event as the final official celebra�on in 

Franklin. 

Our next mee�ng is a fundraiser for our Bursary Award. 

The bursary is awarded to the woman who best shows 

she has achieved and is con�nuing to achieve in her  

chosen study and/or career, who shows she needs this 

monetary support to con�nue her studies, who  

contributes to her community through service such as 

volunteering to community groups and who has the  

personality to represent Franklin BPW and its ideals.  

Applica�ons form are now available on our website. 

Recipients are  very grateful for the award so it is  

important this event is well supported to make the award 

as worthwhile as possible.  The event is open to all,  

including men.  Please bring as may guests as possible to 

make the event as successful as possible.  Raffle and  

auc�on items are also welcome. 

As this is the last newsle�er of the year, I’d like to talk 

this opportunity to wish everyone a safe and happy  

fes�ve season.  See you on the 28th. 

Kind regards, Toni 
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Quiz & Fashion Parade Evening 

So looking forward to seeing you all on  

Wednesday 28 November  
for our final gathering for the year. 

Remember it’s your choice to dress up in your quiz teams  

($2 shops are so useful). 

Evening starts 6-7pm socialising  with free glass of bubbles  

in the main lounge at the Franklin Club. 

7pm quiz �me with Gail LiEn our quiz master,  

with dinner, fashion parade, lucky spot prizes,  

raffles and auc�ons to follow.  

Bring your smiles, quiz brains and some money for  

raffles and auc�ons. 

Members, remember to bring a contribu�on towards some 

nibbles to place on the tables to keep our brains func�oning, 

e.g. dips, hummus, cracker, chips, cheese straws, please. 

Keep those �cket sales going we’re heading towards  

a full house, need to fill those tables.  

Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/bpwfranklinnz Also on neighbourly.co.nz 

www.bpwfranklin.org.nz  
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 28th November 2018  
 

Franklin Club 7 East Street, Pukekohe,  

Mix ‘n mingle at 6.30pm, start 7.00pm 

COST:  $35.00 
 

 HOSTESSES:  Marilyn B & Ione H 

 INTRODUCER:  Bree C 

ASSIST. TREASURER:  Dianne G 
 

If you are unable to undertake your role, it is your  
responsibility to find a replacement.   

However, if you need help finding a replacement a 
commi�ee member will assist you.  

 Apologies 

Members if you are unable to attend this month’s  
dinner, please phone an apology through to:  
 
                          Marilyn Bennett  

(09) 236 0636 (leave a message) 
(027) 479 9121 (text preferred) 

Email:  marilynbennett35@gmail.com 
 

Before  8.00pm on Sunday 25th November 
 

If you have any special dietary needs,  
please notify Marilyn 

 

• If you are bringing guests, please let Marilyn know.  

• An account for dinner will be sent for late  
apologies.   

• Waiving of this charge will be at the discretion of 
the committee. 

 
Electronic Payment prior to meeting  
is welcomed.  02-0404-0100956-00 

Draft Programme 2019 
 

Jan 23rd New Year Informal Gathering 
 
Feb 27th AGM & Conference Resolutions 
 
Mar 27th Bursary Awards 

20th Trudi Harrison 

9th   Diana Cussen 

3rd      Raewyn Fricker 

10th   Fionna Winter 

18th   Andrea Su-on 

22nd   Toni Hill 

26th   Anne Todd 

29th   Juliet Pra- 

30th   Vicky Mee 
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Child and Youth Wellbeing 
 

The Government has released the Child and Youth Wellbeing 

strategy which will set out ac�ons to improve the wellbeing of 

all children and young people.  

The first Child and Youth Wellbeing Strategy will be published 

in 2019. The Prime Minister and her Government have made 

this one of their top priori�es. There are a number of op�ons 

to give feedback, including on-line survey, sending a simple 

card to the Prime Minister and making a formal submission.  

BPW NZ will compile a formal submission and would 

appreciate hearing from members. You may wish to complete 

a survey or even the simple online postcard to the Prime 

Minister in your individual name and invite others to do the 

same.   Every voice counts! 

More informa�on can be found at www.dpmc.govt.nz 

including the Child and Youth Wellbeing Strategy Proposed 

Outcomes Framework. 

The closing date for submissions is early December. We would 

appreciate any feedback by 30 November to 

vpissues@bpwnz.org.nz  

Recent Submissions 
 Independent Panel Review of Family Court  

 Future of Tax Submission  

 Holiday Act 2003 Review (12 Oct) 

 Family Jus�ce Reform Review (9 Nov)  

Thank you to the team that has supported the colla�on of 

submissions and all your contribu�ons. 

News 
The Family Violence Bill and the Family Violence 

(Amendments) Bill have both passed their third readings in 

Parliament and will become law.  

“Family violence is our na�on’s great shame. One in three New 

Zealand women experience physical or sexual violence from a 

partner in their life�me. We don’t just have a problem, we 

have a crisis." 

“But changing the law is only part of the solu�on. The 

Coali�on Government boosted family violence support 

services by $76 million in Budget 2018, to support the new 

legisla�ve founda�on for ongoing change. All New Zealanders 

have a role to play in making our country violence-free.” 

Upcoming BPW Events 
 

BPW NZ Conference 2019  

(BPW NZ 80th Birthday) 

Intercon�nental Hotel, Wellington 

5 - 7 April 2019 

Registra�ons now open. 

I am Woman, Helen Reddy 
Sung at the BPW Interna�onal Asia Pacific Conference 

recently, it has such per�nent words.  Virginia wanted to 

share for other to enjoy.   

I am woman, hear me roar 

In numbers too big to ignore 

And I know too much to go back an' pretend 

'Cause I've heard it all before 

And I've been down there on the floor 

No one's ever gonna keep me down again 

Oh yes, I am wise 

But it's wisdom born of pain 

Yes, I've paid the price 

But look how much I gained 

If I have to, I can do anything 

I am strong  (Strong) 

I am invincible  (Invincible) 

I am woman 

You can bend but never break me 

'Cause it only serves to make me 

More determined to achieve my final goal 

And I come back even stronger 

Not a novice any longer 

'Cause you've deepened the convic�on in my soul 

Oh yes, I am wise 

But it's wisdom born of pain 

Yes, I've paid the price 

But look how much I gained 

If I have to, I can do anything 

I am strong  (Strong) 

I am… 

h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwMOC5i2eRk 

Suffrage 125 

A white camellia will be planted by Virginia Warren on  

Nov 28th at 10.30 am by the pioneer co�age in Roulston 

Park corner of Stadium Drive and East St.  

This plan�ng is to commemorate 125 years since women 

achieved the right to vote in New Zealand and to 

acknowledge the celebra�on held in Franklin in Sept.    

Nov 28th was chosen as it was date 

the first elec�on took place, aYer the 

law allowing women to vote was 

passed in 1893.    

Please come and celebrate with us. 
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White Ribbon Day  

November 25th is the Interna�onal Day for the Elimina�on of 

Men’s Violence Towards Women. White Ribbon aims to end 

men’s violence towards women by encouraging men to lead by 

example and talk to other men. 

Together we can make a difference and 

this year we’re asking men to ‘Stand Up’ 

by taking the online pledge and 

commiEng to take one or more ac�ons. 

h�ps://vimeo.com/user89901591 

BPW Interna<onal Asia Pacific Conference in Bangkok 

What an amazing event!  Over 400 women from over 30 

countries met in Bangkok from 29
th

 October to the 1
st

 of 

November.  As the BPW Interna�onal execu�ve had a mee�ng 

just prior to this conference all the interna�onal execu�ve 

were in a�endance. 

The biggest delega�on was BPW Thailand members and then 

70 women from BPW Taiwan plus members from Japan, Korea, 

Australia, Philippines, Pakistan, Bahrain, United Arab Republic, 

Jordan, Nepal, Malaysia, American Samoa, Hong Kong, 

Singapore and many more including eight from New Zealand.  

Unfortunately Past President and Oceania Sub-regional Co-

ordinator Carolyn Savage was unable to a�end because of  

ill-health. 

There were also women from unexpected places like Canada, 

Spain, Cayman Islands and Benin who decided to come and 

network in this part of the world.   I shared a room with Nadia 

from Benin (West Africa) and it has certainly widened my 

understanding of many of the issues facing African women.  

And Nadia gained from realising the support she had behind 

her as she looks to influence poli�cal events in Benin. 

The theme for the conference built on our BPW Interna�onal 

triennial theme “Empowering Women to Realise the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)” and the programme 

reflected this emphasis with many great success stories about 

what BPW has been able to achieve.  Hellen Swales gave a 

report on what BPW New Zealand is doing and also spoke on a 

panel about opening new doors for business and employment 

opportuni�es for women.  

Vivien Johnson gave her report 

on the ac�vi�es of Young BPW 

throughout the region and 

with Siobhan Dilly put together 

a presenta�on from all the 

Young BPW present.  I spoke 

about the Women’s 

Empowerment Principles 

(WEPs) and how to use these 

to achieve the SDGs.   

We were all asked to register projects (at the individual, club 

or na�onal level) with the BPW Interna�onal Project Pool.  If 

we show what we are collec�vely achieving and relate this to 

the Sustainable Development Goals this gives BPW 

Interna�onal added mana plus the opportunity to seek 

substan�al sponsorship funds. 

For BPW Thailand members the a�endance of three different 

Thai princesses on each of the three days of conference was 

very important and this enabled the conference to gain a lot of 

publicity on both television and newspapers.  Unfortunately it 

also meant a huge amount of �me being spent seEng up 

security, rehearsing and wai�ng and oYen the conference 

agenda had to be squeezed. 

There were the amazing 

dinners plus some 

sightseeing!  The stand-out 

memories though will be 

the women we met there 

and their stories ……. oYen 

ones of great perseverance 

and commitment to helping other women gain opportuni�es. 

Conferences like this reinforce what a great organisa�on BPW 

Interna�onal is and how it is a force for change in UN circles 

and through many countries.  We can be very proud to be 

members. 

The next Asia Pacific Regional Conference will be in Bahrain in 

2021 and meanwhile the next Interna�onal Congress is coming 

up in Orlando, USA (August 

21-16, 2020).  Consider 

coming!  It would be 

wonderful to have BPW 

Franklin members involved. 

Vicky Mee 

Le� to right: Siobhan Dilly (Young BPW NZ & BPW Wellington), myself (BPW 

Franklin), Hellen Swales (BPW BZ President & BPW Wellington), Virginia 

Warren (BPW Franklin), NZ Ambassador to Thailand’s wife, Janet Gibb (VP 

Issues & BPW Huntly & Districts), Leonie Dobbs (President BPW Wellington), 

Vivien Johnson (Young BPW Asia Pacific & BPW Hawera) and Sheryl Wallis 

(BPW Hawera). 


