
Draft Letter to Ministers 
 
 
[Email Address] 
2 December 2019 
 
Tēnā koe Minister 
 

Kotahi te hoe, ka ū te waka ki uta 
 
We are pleased to share with you ‘The People’s Report on the 2030 Agenda and 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): an alternate report for Aotearoa New 
Zealand 2019’ (the People’s Report). The full report is hosted at 
www.sdg.org.nz/peoples-report. A final draft of this report was presented at the UN 
High-Level Political Forum in July this year, however, no post July events have been 
included in the final report so that its time frame continues to be comparable with the 
government’s Voluntary National Review (VNR).  
 
We are encouraged to hear of the government’s commitment to the SDGs, as 
mentioned in the Prime Minister’s introduction to the VNR. This acknowledges that 
new thinking is needed to achieve the SDGs, and that this is only possible through 
cooperation and the participation of all sectors of society. A cooperation we believe 
members of civil society would welcome. 

  
We also recognise the government’s commitment to well-being. It is aspirational and 
addresses many of the issues included in the SDGs. 

  
Yet, the first People’s Report on the SDGs identifies areas such as persistent 
inequality, the major loss of Aotearoa New Zealand biodiversity and marine life, and 
the pollution of freshwater sources. The poorer outcomes for Māori in particular, 
demonstrate the effects of many years of neglect and post colonial racism. 
 
The People’s Report is an independent reflection of Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
progress towards achieving the ambitious 2030 Agenda and the SDGs, to which it 
committed in 2015 with 192 other countries. It was overseen by an independent 
steering group convened by Hui E! Community Aotearoa after discussions with 
government agencies about civil society’s desire to work more closely with 
government on the VNR process, and on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.  
 
It uses newly released data; research and reviews; case studies; interviews; and high 
level results from a multi sectoral survey of organisations completed in June 2019, 
which received a total of 189 responses. Over 20 New Zealanders contributed their 
expertise in writing specific goal chapters. It therefore represents a broad range of 
perspectives across civil society, including expertise from tangata whenua, 
academia, community organisations, business, unions, NGOs, and young people. 
 
NGOs and others in civil society are making concrete contributions in areas 
encompassed by the SDGs, but the People’s Report shows that there is inconsistent 
engagement between government and civil society, lack of collaborative planning, 
sustainable funding and resourcing. 
 

http://www.sdg.org.nz/peoples-report


This risks the achievement of the government’s vision and the SDGs, which are 
grounded in legally binding international human rights commitments, and have 
multi-stakeholder partnerships at the core. 
 
The many people who have contributed to this report in various ways hope that it will 
provide a benchmark, along with the government’s VNR report, and a basis for 
increased multi sectoral partnership and progress in implementing a vision and 
framework that clearly link Te Tiriti o Waitangi, the Living Standards Framework, 
Wellbeing Budget, and the 2030 Agenda. 
 
We encourage you to read and consider this report and its recommendations, as it 
includes sections that are relevant to your portfolio. We welcome the opportunity to 
meet with you to discuss how clear linkages can be articulated and meaningful 
partnership could be achieved. 
 
The steering group for this report has now moved into a working group and has 
invited wider participation and the formation of a multi sectoral SDG Alliance. We 
welcome your support for such an alliance, which can engage regularly with 
government, collaborate across the country and across generations, encourage 
conversations and effective action on the critical issues of our time and continue to 
monitor progress towards a more just, equal and sustainable future.  
 
 
Ngā manaakitanga 
 
Ronja Ievers 
 
Signed by the Chair of the People’s Report steering group, on behalf of the group 
 
 
Collaborating organisations and steering group members:  
 
Barbara Bedeschi, New Zealand Federation of Business and Professional Women 
David Corner, IHC New Zealand  
Dr Gill Greer, report co-editor 
Professor Girol Karacaoglu, Victoria University of Wellington  
Iris Pahau, Remutaka Māori Women’s Welfare League and Awe Consultants Ltd 
Jack Boyle, New Zealand Post Primary Teachers Association  
Dr Joanna Spratt, Oxfam New Zealand 
Julie Haggie,Transparency International New Zealand 
Karena Brown, E Tū 
Moko Morris, report co-editor 
Ronja Ievers, Hui E! Community Aotearoa (Chair) 
Stephen Goodman, Gretchen Leuthart, Volunteer Service Abroad  

For any questions or responses relating to the People’s Report or this letter, please 
contact Hui E! at ronja.ievers@huie.org.nz or 02102229325 in the first instance.  
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